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From the Grand Chef

Well the Grand Chef’s Wreck and homecoming
for myself and Madame President Paula Lowry,
who presented me with a train set on sections of
track the engine signifying the Voiture, the coal
car tender showing the year and the caboose
signifying the Cabane, was a GREAT success.
We had over the top food Thanks to Tom Williams
and his assistants. Cabane 215 went out of their
way to provide snacks to go with the shrimp (local
delivered that day) for the “early bird” on
Thursday, decorated and set up the room for the
banquet and even provided the entertainment. Not
to be outdone V-215 has given me a Paid up for
life membership in our beloved La Societe. |
received many other gifts. Thank You to all and |
will send a personal note. We wrecked 7 new
Voyageurs and with that V-215 reached 100%
membership. V-822 in St. Augustine brought 2
PG’s and that will get them back in the fold.

Frank Lindner has Sanford V-478 back on track.
Thanks to V-1352 for bringing a PG to the Grand
Chef’s Wreck. | was very moved by the turnout
and support of all the Voyageurs and Dames. |
Will NEVER forget it and | know Jim Knese has
recorded the events in photos.

Now I must take some admonishment and
sincerely apologize to a consument VVoyageur, W.
R. “Tommy” Thomas. Tommy in all the glitz and
emotions of the Wreck and Homecoming | failed
to recognize YOU for your loving guidance and
coordination of the events of the weekend. In the
24 years that | have been a member of La Societe
you have always been a source of information and
guidance for me and many others over the years. |
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consider you a friend of mine and again apologize
for not recognizing your great contributions to the
weekend, our local Voiture, the Grand Voiture du
Florida and Voiture Nationale.

Things are gearing up for a wreck in Orlando in
late April or early May. Report time is almost on
us. Please compile your miles and hours so we
can get credit for what we do.

Thanks to Pat Beamer for helping Archie and the
membership team with some guidance and letters.
I am still looking for the photo of Archie at Petite.
See you at a wreck or somewhere!

Joe Nolan
Grand Chef de Gare

Grand Correspondant

Just returned from the Grand Chef Homecoming
and Wreck where the beer was flowing and the
food was plentiful and a good time was had by all
who were Irish for one day. Membership has
slowed down to a crawl so we need to put on that
year end push or your Grand will not be 100% this
year. Membership is the responsibility of all so
let’s keep rollin with Nolan. Hope to see you at
the Dixie Prom.

"Lets Getter Done"

Don Wittenberg
1554 Caribbean
Sebring, FL. 33872

863-382-4476
ermaanddon@embargmail.com

Grand Chef de Train
MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP

Attending the Grand Chefs' Home Coming and
Grand Wreck, | was given three (3) more 100%
pins for Voitures 863, 1233 and 1598.
Congratulations!!

As of March 23, 2009, Florida is at 88.86 %. That
puts the Grand du Florida at 30th out of 55. The
Grand needs only 150 renewals to make 100%.

As a Voyageur Militare, if your Voiture is not at
100% YOU should be concerned! Help your
Correspondant and Chef by picking up the phone
and calling a Voyageur who YOU know has not
renewed. At this time of year, there are no good
reasons for not being at 100%.

As it was once said by an old Sage: "Remember, a
membership retained is a membership regained."
That’s all I'm Saying.

ARCHIE R. PAIRADEE, JR.
Grand Chef de Train

Grand Conducteur

I recently returned from the Grand Homecoming and
Wreck in Jacksonville. | can’t say that the wreck
went off with any hurdles, but | can say that we got
over them and pulled it off. Remember, we always
“get’er done”. | want to thank the many Voyageurs
that helped make this a success. | give special
thanks to Grand Chef Passe Pat Beamer, Grand Chef
Joe Nolan, and the V-215 Ritual team. 1 also want
to thank the P.G.’s, for without them there wouldn’t
be a wreck. | hope everyone present had a good
time.

Before the Grand Wreck, on March 11th,
Voyageurs and Dames of the 40 & 8 visited Camp
Boggy Creek in Eustis, Florida. Camp Boggy Creek
is one of the fourteen Hole in The Wall camps in the
United States that enrich the lives of children who
have chronic or life-threatening illnesses by creating
camping experiences that are memorable, exciting,
fun, empowering, physically safe, and medically
sound.

Camp Boggy Creek is just one of the many
charities in the Child Welfare program of the 40 &
8.

John A. Kaiserian

352-746-1959
Kaiserian@mindspring.com
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POW-MIA

From all reports I’ve heard the Homecoming for
our Grande Chef de Gare and La Grande President
was enjoyed in a GRANDE fashion by all those
who attended. | am sorry that it was not possible
for Donna and me to attend as we have always
tried our best to make as many functions as we
possibly can.

As we all know it is that time of year to get our
reports ready to send to Grande and Nationale.
Since this is my first year for doing the reporting, |
am hoping everyone at the Locale level has been
keeping good and accurate records, so they can be
turned in to me by the end of May deadline. It is
my understanding, and hope, that the Locale
Correspondants should have received by the time
they read this, the Petite Communiqué 2009. The
reports can be e- mailed or sent snail mail
depending on how Tech Savvy your Locale may
be. As always any help I can give in getting them
filled out and turned in please get in touch. If |
don’t know the answer | will get it from some one
more knowledgeable. | am looking for a better
than average percentage of Locales to report than
we have had in the past with your help.

Pin sales have been very good and | keep running
out but hate to order a large volume and not be
able to sell them. If you wish to order some for
your Locale and pick them up at Grande in Ocala
in June please let me know as I will be meeting
with our Nationale Directeur Rick Blish at
Southland Dixie in Georgia in April.

Bring Them Home

John Garvey

Grand POW/MIA Directeur
jlgarvey4975@embargmail.com

Voiture Activities

The end of our calendar year is almost
upon us. That means report time is almost here.
The Petite Communiqué is available on the
National website. | have had the forms available
for months. There really is no excuse for not
turning in your Voiture Activities report. | would
like to have them by the 15T of May if at all

possible. Don’t forget, the Local report is the one
you fill out, the Grand Report is the one | send to
National on behalf of Grand du Florida. Be sure to
include the Dames with the VVoyageurs for
participation but not in the membership total.
Directeur National Conrad Hoffman has a terrific
article in the January Fortyandeighter magazine. It
explains many things and answers most questions
about Voiture Activities. As always contact me
below for forms or help.

Henry Legros
1051 N. Conant Ave.
Crystal River, Fl. 34429
352-795-4628
hlegros1219@hotmail.com

Directeur of Special Awards

Locale Chef, where is your Special Awards
Chairman? If you have none, YOU are he.

It is time to beat the bushes. Every month there
are stories about police officers apprehending 'bad
guys' and fire fighters rescuing hapless victims.
They deserve some appreciation and attention.
There is at least one VVoyageur in your Locale who
has done something special this year.

Has a City near you had a Veteran's Day parade,
Memorial Service or in some other way paid
respect to the military in the past several months?

I promise you, the effort is well worth the small
amount of time it takes to work these up. | need
the paperwork submitted to me by the first part of
May for our June Grand Promenade.

In Service,

John W. Walker
3990 Airlift Street
Cocoa, FL 32927
321 - 632 - 4573
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com
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AMERICANISM

What a great time we had at the Grand Home
Coming and Wreck. Hat’s off to the organizers and
participants. | would like to recognize the 7 PG’s
Passé they were wrecked in fine fashion. Now it’s
up to us to make sure they are invited to get
involved and enjoy our great
membership/fellowship.

Nag, nag, nag and more nag. It’s time to start
compiling those annual reports so that they can be
submitted before the Grand Promenade. | stand
ready to help, just call or send an email.

I’m looking forward to attending Southland Dixie
in Athens, Georgia in April. See you all there.
Don’t forget | can help with Americanism Pins.

Thomas “Tom” Smith

Directeur for Americanism Grande du Florida
11654 W. Waterway Drive
Homosassa, FL 34448

Ways and Means

When possible money making projects were being
discussed outside the hospitality rooms at Petite in
Cocoa Beach, several VVoyageurs showed
enthusiasm toward this concept.

We are selling TWENTY ( 20 ) tickets ONLY @
$100.00 each.

1% prize: $1,000.00

2" prize: $100.00

Grand gets the rest, $900.00.

I’m waiting to hear from you.

Make checks payable to V-954.

Sincerely,

John W. Walker
3990 Airlift Street
Cocoa, FL 32927
321 — 632 — 4573
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com

VAVS-SVH News for April, 2009

Mary and | returned from the Homecoming and
Wreck at Jacksonville. We had a wonderful time,
Joe and Paula’s were treated great, and the wreck
of 6 new P. G.’s was done in a most impressive
manner.

Our thanks to all involved. If you missed it, you
missed a great wreck and a great get- to-gather.
VA Foster Home Program: VA’s new medical
foster home (MFH) program is helping veterans
with home care and assistive devices when they
are too old or infirm to live alone. It has been
implemented at a number VA facilities and VHA
plans to expand their program to 31 more sites.
MFH is a unique partnership of adult foster home
and Home Based Primary Care (HBPC), or Spinal
Cord Injury Home Care (SCI-HC) serving those
veterans that are in need of greater care. The
program is designed to help veterans when they no
longer can live alone. This program has been very
successful at VA Medical Centers across the
country and is currently implemented in: Bay
Pines, FL 727-398-6661 x 2609, Miami, FL 305-
575-7000 x 3674, and in Tampa, FL 813-903-
3611.

COBRA Update 02: Congress has just given a
big assist to millions of jobless Americans facing a
tough decision: Do they reach into their wallet to
continue health insurance coverage with their old
employer or not? As part of the economic-stimulus
package signed into law this week, the federal
government will provide a nine-month subsidy
covering 65% of the Cobra premium for people
who qualify.

COLA 2010 Update 03: The Bureau of Labor
Statistics released the January consumer price
index (CPI), the metric used to calculate the
annual cost of living adjustment (COLA). For the
first time this fiscal year, the metric actually
increased, at least partially eating away at the
5.0% hole left by months of deflation. Cumulative
inflation for FY09 now stands at a -4.5%. The
four-month cumulative inflation figure hasn’t been
this low in the last 40 years. If inflation is negative
for the entire year, retirees would see no COLA.
The law doesn’t allow a negative COLA for
military retired pay, SBP, Social Security, etc.
FUNERAL HONORS Update 04: Military
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honorable discharged veterans. The Florida Army
National Guard Military Funeral Honors program
was established in 2003. It has grown to a statewide
program that provides more than 300 veterans
honors per month. These honors allow a grateful
nation to pay tribute to veterans who, in time of war
and peace, stood strong in defense of the United
States of America. The Florida program has five
regional offices and support teams in each location
to serve veteran’s families seven days a week. They
can be contacted at 904-823-0630 Fax: 904-829-
1855 Email:
FLARNG_J1MILFuneralHonors@ng.army.mil or
www.floridaguard.army.mil/programs/mfh.aspx.

YOURS IN SERVICE

Robert “Bob” Jones

Grand Director VAVS — du Florida
10305 NW 40" Court
Coral Springs, FL 33065-1542
Phone: 954755-4498
E-mail: rbjones6@bellsouth.net

ENDORSEMENTS

Sous Chef de Chemin de fer.
G. Pat Beamer V-215

Cheminot Nationale
Roland Jones V—790

Cheminot Nationale Alternate
Joe Nolan V—215

Grand Chef de Gare
Archie R Pairadee Jr. V—541

Garde de la Porte
James Knese V-1490

Unity ...
Homecoming

I want to thank the Dames of Cabane 215 and the
Voyageurs of Voiture 215 for a wonderful
homecoming weekend. | know that it takes a lot
of planning and work to get such a large function
to run so smoothly. To those who worked in the
kitchen and those who served, the food was
absolutely fantastic. A special Merci goes to Kelly
& Gary Bush for driving me around and for all the
extra touches that made the weekend memorable.
They saw to it that | had everything | could need
or want each time | was at the post.

| truly appreciate all those that were able to take
the time to attend this great event and will enjoy
the thoughtful gifts that | received. To those who
were unable to attend due to health, work, or other
commitments, you missed a fine time.

Merci

oo
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REMINDER.............cc.covine.

Communication!!!! Each correspondant of each
Voiture locale in Grand du Florida will receive a FREE
copy of the Grand Bulletin. Take it to the Prom and read
it. Make copies for any VVoyageur that asks and make
sure that any pertinent officers get any information that
will help them with their duties. Make sure that your
officers’ lists have been sent to the Grand
Correspondant. We can’t send a bulletin to a
Correspondant whose name and address has not been
sent in.

Email me, to request your free copy.
Ben Meredith

Grand Le’Editeur
Grand_fl_editor40_8@yahoo.com
Grand_fl_editor40 8@valp.net
40-8grandduflorida.com

All Voyageurs who wish to subscribe to the Grand
Bulletin. Please use the form below.

Sick Call
Phillip Hearlson V-1580

V294 Ed Starkweather passed away 3-7-09
V-215 Hugh Ferguson passed away 3-6-09

Upcoming Events

GRAND VOITURE du FLORIDA
BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Name Title
Address

City/State Zip

Phone ( ) Voiture/Cabane
E-mail

Make check payable to "'Grand Voiture du
Florida™.

Give or mail to Ben Meredith,
Grand L'Editeur,
136 Menzel Street
Valparaiso, FL 32580

850-240-5227
Subscription good for one year

Email Subscription: $5.00
First Class Mail Subscription: $12.00

Booster:

Check Total: $

Grand Voiture du Florida Bulletin 2008 - 2009

April 11—2009 April 16--18—2009
White Collar Wreck Southland's Dixie
Hosted by V-199 Prom

3818 W Bay Vista Ave. Holiday Inn

Tampa, FL 33611 Athens Georgia

At AL Post 139

June 12-14-2009
Grand Promenade

July 24- 26 2009
Cripple Creek Wreck

Hilton Hotel Hosted by V-1219
Ocala Florida Crystal River, FL
Host V-1219 more to follow

August 13-15 2009
Gold Coast Regional

Sept. 24-26-2009
Suncoast Regional

Hosted by V-890 Wreck
Ft. Lauderdale Hosted by V_863
More to follow Lake Placid,

Fl.
At AL Post 25
More to follow
Sept 5-12—2009
90thPromenade Nationale
Rochester, New York

Remember ALL Activities for this calendar must
be sent to
Don Wittenberg, Grand Correspondant
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Space Coast Central Florida Wreck Association

Voitures 202, 218, 294, 954 and 1621
Chuck Giffin, President

Johnny Walker, Secretary/Treasurer

THIRD ANNUAL WRECK
MAY 1 -2, 2009

Post 22, Cocoa 321-636-9720
Host Voiture Locale 954
FRIDAY, Dinner at Post 22.

Kangaroo Court --- starts at 6:00 PM
SATURDAY, MARCH 15th: Promenade for Wreck opens at 9:30.
Degrees & lunch to follow (post haste).
Bean soup and sandwiches.

Banquet starts at 1900 hours.

Wreck Registration: $30.00 includes Sat. Lunch
Hospitality Room Fri/Sat. & Banquet
( Does not include Friday dinner. )

Dixie Motel
$50.00/day plus tax
(Mention American Legion, 40/8)
Reservations, phone # 321-632-1600
Fax 321-633-0932
I-1/2 blocks north of Post 22 (walking distance)
To Post 22 from 1-95:

East on SR 520 (less than 5 miles).

North on US 1 to the water tower (2 blocks, 1st stop light).
East on Peachtree St. (2 blocks) on the right.

Any questions?? Contact Johnny Walker walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com 321-632-4573
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Grand Promenade & Grand Rendezvous

Grand du Florida Grand promenade & La Grande de Florida Grande Rendezvous will be held June 11, 12, &
13, 2009 at:
The Hilton Ocala
3600 SW 36™ Avenue
Ocala, Fl 34474
(I-75 & SR 200, Exit 350 off of I-75)
Ph: 1-352-854-1400 or 1-877-602-4023

All room reservations MUST be made by calling the HOTEL. Room rates are $89.00 plus tax. The
deadline for making hotel reservations is May 21, 2009.

The Banquet will be held on Saturday, June 13, 2009. Tickets are $25.00 per person. Please choose either
Champagne Chicken or Lemon-pepper Tilapia. Meals include Salad, Red Roasted Potatoes or rice,
Vegetables, Rolls & Butter, dessert, Coffee, & Ice Tea. Banquet tickets WILL NOT be for sale at the
door & MUST be paid for in advance. The deadline for making & paying for Banquet tickets is June 5,
2009.

Make all Banguet reservations with:

John Gore, Corporation President
2662 N. Reston Terrace
Hernando, FL 34442
Ph: 1-352-746-6310

Make all checks payable to V-1219 Grand Promenade Corporation.

Banquet tickets may be picked up at the Registration Table.

Ads and boosters are now on sale for the program book. Please print clearly. Send all ads & boosters along
with your payment no later than May 5, 20009.

Make all checks payable to VV-1219 Grand Promenade Corporation. Send to:

Larry Pink, Corporation Vice President
6153 W. Pine Circle
Crystal River, Fl 34429
Ph: 1-352-563-5451
Full page $60.00 ¥ page $30.00 Y. page $20.00 1/8 page $10.00
Boosters  $1.00 per name

Grand Banguet Reservations

Name # of Chicken # of Tilapia
Make checks payable to V-1219 Grand Promenade Corporation. Send to:
John Gore

2662 N. Reston Terrace
Hernando, FL 34442
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2008 - 2009 Locale Membership Report

From the Nationale Website

Grand Voiture du Florida Bulletin 2008 - 2009
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As of 3/16/2009

Locale | Region County Meets 2008 2009 % of Quota | Short/ Over
199 15 Hillsborough Tampa 37 32 86.49% -5
202 6B Orange Orlando 34 31 91.18% -3
215 5 East Duval Jax Beach 93 84 90.32% -9
218 7 Polk Winter Haven 44 37 84.09% -7
290 11 Palm Beach W. Palm Bch 51 28 54.90% -23
294 17 Volusia Daytona Bch 89 87 97.75% -2
304 5 Duval Jacksonville 64 66 103.13% 2
334 12 St. Lucie Fort Pierce 31 27 87.10% -4
400 6A Lake Mt. Dora 20 18 90.00% -2
472 4A Marion Ocala 15 15 100.00% 0
478 6B Seminole Sanford 11 0 0.00% -11
541 16 Upper Pinellas | Clearwater 47 37 78.72% -10
569 6A Sumter Bushnell 18 18 100.00% 0
728 9 W. Broward Plantation 25 21 84.00% -4
769 17 Flagler 10 9 90.00% -1
790 13A Lee Fort Myers 68 52 76.47% -16
795 13A Collier Naples 23 28 121.74% 5
797 8 Sarasota Venice 29 25 86.21% -4
863 8 Highland Lake Placid 24 28 116.67% 4
880 8 Manatee Bradenton 32 19 59.38% -13
890 9 Broward Ft. Lauderdale 60 43 71.67% -17
899 8 Highland Avon Park 24 15 62.50% -9
954 12 Brevard Cocoa 54 45 83.33% -9
1120 2 Leon Tallahassee 17 18 105.88% 1
1219 4A Citrus Crystal River 72 73 101.39% 1
1233 1A Okaloosa Ft. Walton Bch 18 19 105.56% 1
1352 3 Columbia Lake City 25 19 76.00% -6
1388 4B Alachua Newberry 12 13 108.33% 1
1490 1B Okaloosa Niceville/Crestview 35 28 80.00% -7
1526 13B Charlotte Port Charlotte 37 36 97.30% -1
1562 14 S.Dade/Monroe | Key Largo 13 6 46.15% -7
1571 1A Escambia Warrington 32 32 100.00% 0
1576 16 South Pasco New Port Richey 9 10 111.11% 1
1580 4A South Marion Belleview 23 22 95.65% -1
1598 6A North Lake Lady Lake 44 47 106.82% 3
1604 5 North Duval Jacksonville 20 17 85.00% -3
1606 1B Bay Panama City 38 43 113.16% 5
1610 5 St. Johns St. Augustine 12 11 91.67% -1
1619 11 Okeechobee Okeechobee 8 9 112.50% 1
1621 12 S. Brevard Palm Bay 28 28 100.00% 0
TOTAL 1346 1196 88.80% -150




La Société des Quarante Hommes Et Huit Chevaux
Grand Voiture du Florida, Inc.

Ben Meredith. Grand le Edituer

136 Menzel St.

Valparaiso, FL 32580

Grand fl editor40 8@valp.net

Our Very Special Newsletter Boosters

*Rod Appleby John Kaiserian Richards Family
***Pat Beamer *John Kelley Clarence Richardson
Jack Brixius Jim Knese **Glenn Saxby
Maureen Chapman Joe Kohten *William Seeman
Ray Chapman Henry Legros **Samuel Sidoni
**Lawrence Caskin *Bill Lomax *George Sloat
***John Courtney ***Jimmy Mayer **Chuck Smullen
***Hugh Ferguson *Don Mielke Don Summers
**Robert Felderman Frank Montone *Jim & Ginny Sword
**Jeanette Felderman *Don Murphy Wright Terry, Sr.

Hal Fox *Patty Murphy ***Robert Trainor
Charlotte Fruauff Ralph Nagler **Robert Van Alstine
John Gore Gary Navarro *Harold Visser
**ewis Gray Joe Nolan *Johnny Walker
**George Guglielmo In Memory Chuck Norris * Ted Wallaszek
*Mrs. Lee Hokr **Gene Odom **George Webhrli
*Ralph Horner Archie Pairadee **Larry Wilson
Howard Hoover Bill Pelland *John Wiseman

Bob Jones Vincent Pelland Don Wittenberg
**|_eon Jones John Pettibone **Mike Wood
**Malone (J.J.) Jones T.J. Quarles *** Hugh Ferguson
*Carl Jowers *Harold Ray **John Coppolo
*Myra Jowers Bruce Richmond **M. Stacey Stackhouse
Roland Jones DR Richards **Hallie Williams-Bey
Carol Kaiserian Bob Richards

:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3
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