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John Gore has reported that he does not have Banquet Reservations and Payment for
the meals at the Grande Promenade. He must pre pay and give them a guarantee so
please get your reservations in. Don’t forget the Reflections will be there.
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From the Grand Chef

Southland’s Dixie Promenade was held in
Athens, Georgia April 16 to 19, 2009. As a
member Grand of that organization The Grand
Chef is required to attend and is given a place of
honor at the banquet (which was rather good this
year). The Grand du Georgia and Michael Paul
aka chicken leggs, President of the Dixie did an
excellent job in entertaining all who participated.
Florida was well represented John Wiseman, Mac
McCarthy, John Walker, John Gore led the 1219
contingent: John Kaiserian, Henry Legros, Tom
Smith, Larry Pink, Rod Appleby as well as Archie
Pairadee, Jr. (So the Chef de Gare, Chef de Train,
Conducteur, Garde de la Porte, and Drapeau and
Avocat for Grand du Florida) were present . All
had a good time and our own Pat Beamer was re-
elected General Secretary of the Southland’s Dixie
Promenade. I’m sure Archie will have an equally
good time next year as the Dixie will be in
Alabama at the Lake Gunderson State Park with
lakeside cabins, chalets and hotel rooms and a 5
star restaurant on the property. Now the big news:
Jerry Brady from Grand du Texas was given the
NOD to campaign for Chef de Chemin de Fer for
2009-2010.

The Central Florida Space Coast Wreck
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will be in Cocoa May 1 and 2, 2009. V478 is Don Wittenberg
bringing 7 PG’s and that will bring them up in 1554 Caribbean

their membership. If you have any nominees that Sebring, FL. 33872

have been voted on please bring them so that we 863-382-4476

can get them wrecked and help Grand du Florida ermaanddon@embargmail.com

and Archie get that 100%. | am sure that would
help discount Pat Beamer’s postage costs (Thanks
Pat for your continuing help). Archie and I greatly
appreciate your dedication. Box Car
Report time is upon us so please get your
numbers and dollars in to the Grand Directeurs so | [ ast month’s article had a meltdown in the

Florida can shine. We did it so now tell everyone computer, but the subject was about another 100%

about it. _ area with Sous Directeur John Garvey bringing in
Harold Ray e-mail th nine Voitures this year. Outstanding, John. This

NANAMMR4@aol.com 15940 SE 57 St. month we have another Sous with 100%, Leon Jones

Oklawaha FL 32170 352-625-1988 has who has seven Voitures another outstanding job.

volunteered to compile the Grand report, so getthe | e have only a couple of Voitures that have not

dedication and support of the Grand du Florida. you are and we need to get this done before Grand
My year is almost done and if anyone is thinking Prom.
of running for any of the Grand Voiture Offices, Don Wittenberg

your time is getting short as you must be endorsed
by your Voiture or sponsoring Voiture and letter of
endorsement received by the Grand Correspondant
30 days prior to the Grand Promenade.

See you at the wreck in Cocoa or somewhere!

1554 Caribbean
Sebring, FL. 33872
863-382-4476
ermaanddon@embargmail.com

Joe Nolan National Membership Directeur

Grand Chef de Gare Time to get hot on membership. We don't
have any goose eggs in Florida, but we're two
percentage points and 10 places behind where we
Grand Correspondant were last year. NOW is the time to bring your
membership in so you can get credit for it by Grande

This historical year for Grand du Florida is finally | Promenade.

coming to an end and I commend our Grand Chef
de Gare for bring it to a successful conclusion. 1
want to thank Joe for his trust in appointing me his
Sous Correspontant. It was an honor to serve.
Erma is getting a little better each day after her
knee replacement and we are planning to go to the
Southland Dixie, and hope to see many of you
there.  All Voitures should be well on your way
with the annual reports, and remember they need
to be in to your directeurs before Grand
Promenade. All the Directeurs are there to help if
needed.

And speaking of Grande Promenade, the
Petite Communique is out and REPORTS are due.
Ritual Reports can be sent to me at 2894 Forest
Ridge Dr, Fernandina Beach, 32034. I've put the
relevant report forms (in MS Word) up on the Ritual
Page of V215's Website at
http://home.bellsouth.net/p/PWP-Post54 along with
a skeletonized version of the Locale Ritual Report
that can be sent by email. We're trying to make it as
easy as possible.

Voitures desiring to compete in either the

Lets Getter Done Ritual or Color Guard Competition at Grande Prom

:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3
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must contact me no later than June 5th so I can
make arrangements with the Ocala Hilton

The National Ritual Committee is looking
for a new password for the coming year. In case
you may have forgotten the criteria for a password
here are the requirements: 1. An English word.
2. French translation of that English word. 3.
Acronym for the English word. You can send it
through me or send it directly to the National
Ritual Committee.

Finally, Spring has Sprung and we're into a
big Ritual season: Peace Officer's Memorial Day,
Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, the Calvin
Kain Memorial Service, and Flag Day (which will
also be our Grande Prom Memorial Service.) Ifl
don't see you at the Space Coast Wreck in Cocoa,
hope to see you at Grande Prom in Ocala.

Pat Beamer

National Membership Directeur
Grand Ritual Directeur

Grand Chef de Train
MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP

Have returned from Southland Dixie where |
received 100% Membership pins for the following
Locals:

Voiture 215

Voiture 1219
Voiture 1576
Voiturel621

I would like to congratulate you for having
received 100% at this time of the year.

As of April 15, 2009, Florida is at 92.58 %,
placing the Grand du Florida in 31st place -
needing ONLY 100 renewals to achieve 100%
membership for our Grand Chef. As | said last
month, there are no good reasons for not being at
100%.0ur National Director, Pat Beamer, sent to
all Correspondants a form letter and a list of
Voyageurs.All you have to do is to fill it out and

send it.

It gets easier, also inclosed are the telephone
numbers of those VVoyageurs. Don't let these
Voyageurs down by dropping them from our
membership roles for lack of a renewal. Make one
more try to get those delinquent to renew.
Friendship, devotion, and our solemn obligation
demands it.

See you at the Grand Promenade in Ocala.

ARCHIE R. PAIRADEE, JR.
Grand Chef de Train

Grand Conducteur

The only method of induction into La
Societe is the wreck. The three degrees of the
initiatory work must be given each nominee before
he or she can become a member or VVoyageur
Militaire of La Societe.

Even though this is true, | have met four
individuals in two Voitures Locale that wore a
chapeau, attended a promenade, and thought that
they were a VVoyageur Militaire. One even held an
office in his locale. However, neither one of these
individuals had been wrecked, and therefore were
not VVoyageurs Militaire.

Please check with your voyageurs to insure
that they have been properly wrecked. If not, get
this corrected at your earliest convenience. They
are a valuable asset of your Voiture and La Societe,
and most likely this oversight was not their fault.

When we received the First Degree, we
promised to faithfully attend the promenades of our
Voiture. Are you keeping this promise? If not,
attend your Voiture’s next promenade or visit a
promenade of another Voiture as a guest.

We also promised and pledged to hold
Memorial Day sacred to the memory of our departed
comrades, and to participate with our Voiture in the
proper observance of this day. Memorial Day is
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. ___________________________________________________________|
May 25™. If there isn’t a Memorial Day Voiture Activities
observance in your area, organize one. Remember

“if it is going to be, it’s up to me”. )
going P The end of our calendar year is almost

upon us. That means report time is almost here.
The Petite Communiqué is available on the
National website. | have had the forms available
for months. There really is no excuse for not
turning in your Voiture Activities report. | would
like to have them by the 15% of May if at all
possible. Don’t forget, the Local report is the one
you fill out, the Grand Report is the one I send to
National on behalf of Grand du Florida. Be sure to
include the Dames with the VVoyageurs for

The Grand Promenade and Grande
Rendezvous will soon be here (June 11" — 13") at
the Hilton in Ocala. | hope you are planning to
attend. As you cannot purchase banguet tickets at
the door, make arrangements now by calling John
Gore at 352-756-6310 and getting him your money.
The deadline for payment is June 5™, so do it now.

Attending functions is the way we show our
support of this great organization. Hope everyone icivation b in th bership total
who attended had a great time at Southland Dixie participation but not in the membership total.

and hope to see you at the Space Coast Wreck and Directeur National Conrad Hoffman has a terrific
at Grand article in the January Fortyandeighter magazine. It

explains many things and answers most questions
John A. Kaiserian about Voiture Activities. As always contact me
352-746-1959 below for forms or help.

Kaiserian@mindspring.com

Henry Legros

1051 N. Conant Ave.
Crystal River, Fl. 34429

POW-MIA 352-795-4628
hlegros1219@hotmail.com

With this May bulletin we are just a few
weeks away from our Grand Promenade in Ocala
and Southland Dixie is in the History book. Since
this column is being written before attending
Southland Dixie | am sure we all enjoyed their
Hospitality. | hope everyone had a safe trip home.
We now need to get down to the business at hand
and that is getting all our reports tallied up and
ready to turn in to our Program Directors by the end
of the month. Let’s not wait until the last minute!
Tom Smith Director for Americanism is asking you
get your reports to him as soon as possible so he
can do the same.

Directeur of Special Awards

June and our Grand Promenade are rapidly
approaching. Judging of nominations in the four
categories of Special Awards comes before that.

I need ALL packets by Saturday, 16 May.
Be sure to allow adequate time for mail delivery.

I am hoping that VVoyageurs who have
submitted nominations previously are planning to
step forward again and make this
program successful. When you read this, there
will still be time to put a packet together.

Bring Them Home

John Garvey

Grand POW/MIA Directeur

. . In Service,
jlgarvey4975@embargmail.com

John W. Walker
3990 Airlift Street
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Cocoa, FL 32927
321 - 632 - 4573
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com

AMERICANISM

I am on my way to attend Southland Dixie in
Athens, Georgia. | hope to see some of you there.

Well, this is the last chance | get to remind
all of you to send me your annual Americanism and
Flags for First Graders Reports prior to the Grande
Promenade in Ocala, FL. Remember | need that
report by end of May. | would like to recognize
your activities at Grande. As an additional reminder
send your POW/MIA Reports to John Garvey.

See you all at Grande. Make sure you make
your reservations now.

Please contact me if | can be of any
assistance.

Thomas “Tom” Smith

Directeur for Americanism Grande du Florida
11654 W. Waterway Drive
Homosassa, FL 34448

Child Welfare

Hiya’ll:

Just when you thought I was gone here |1 am again!!!
I am pinch hitting for the Directeur and will be
compiling the report for the Grand Voiture. Please
let’s have a better showing than last year. | know
you have done the work, and remember that .25
cents of your dues goes to Child Welfare, so you can
report that for each member of your Voiture. You
can send the reports to me by e-mail
NANAMMRA4@aol.com or by snail mail to 15940
SE 65" Street, Oklawaha FL 32179. If you have any
questions you can telephone me at 352-625-1988.
Thanks and let’s have a great reporting year.

Harold Ray

Ways and Means

Tickets are getting dusty.

It seems reasonable that most of us have had
Locale Promenades since learning about this fund
raiser. Surely some Locales voted to purchase a
ticket for this raffle. The odds are great. Only 20
tickets for sale. All things considered, it is
puzzling why I have not heard from more of you.

I will have the tickets available at the Space Coast
Wreck in Cocoa.

Sincerely,
John W. Walker
3990 Airlift Street
Cocoa, FL 32927
321 — 632 — 4573
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com

VAVS

I hope to see you at the Grand next month. Please
send in your VAVS reports. We rarely get more
than 10 % reporting. How about making a special
effort this year to get your reports to me prior to
our June Grand Promenade.

VA VET CONTAMINANT EXPOSURE
Officials say more than 3,000 patients at the
Miami VA Hospital have been told they should be
tested for HIV and other diseases. The VA insists
the risk of infection is minimal and only involved
tubing on equipment, not any device that actually
touched a patient. No Miami VA patient have
been found to have a problem to date.

Last month, more than 6,000 patients at a
clinic in Tennessee were told they may have been
exposed to infectious body fluids during
colonoscopies. The VA also said 1,800 veterans
treated at an ear, nose and throat clinic in Augusta,
Ga., were alerted they could have been exposed to
an infection due to improper disinfection of an
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instrument. HIV has been found in patients from Mondays through Fridays. Or:
Tennessee VA facilities. www.vba.va.gov/survivorsbenefit.ntm
RED MEAT CONSUMPTION: YOURS IN SERVICE

According to the first large study whether regularl " "

eatin begf or pork incregses moyrtalit resulti ’ Robert "Bob” Jones

O g ) P . y Grand Director VAVS — du Florida

indicate eating red meat increases the chances of 10305 NW 40" Court

dying prematurely. The study of more than 500,000 Coral Springs, FL 33065-1542
il d and elderlv Ameri found that th Phone: 954755-4498

middle-aged and elderly Americans found that those E-mail: rbjones6@bellsouth.net

who consumed about four ounces of red meat a day

(the equivalent of about a small hamburger) were ENDORSEMENTS

more than 30% more likely to die during the 10 years

they were followed, mostly from heart disease and

cancer. Sausage, cold cuts and other processed meats

also increased the risk. In contrast, routine

Sous Chef de Chemin de fer.
G. Pat Beamer V-215

consumption of fish, chicken, turkey and other Cheminot Nationale
poultry decreased the risk of death by a small Roland Jones V—790
amount. Death and taxes-- now they are taking away

our enjoyment of steaks! Cheminot Nationale Alternate

Joe Nolan V—215

CENSUS BUREAU JOB RECRUITING: Grand Chef de Gare
Layoffs may be sweeping the country, but one Archie R Pairadee Jr. V—541
enterprise is hiring roughly 1.4 million people
nationwide at salaries of $10 to $25 an hour: the
2010 census. A small army of laborers will be needed
to locate, count and categorize each of the nation's
residents. This spring, 140,000 workers will verify
addresses across the country.

Garde de la Porte
James Knese V-1490

PURPLE HEART FOR PTSD DENIED:
The Pentagon announced that the Purple Heart will
not be awarded to troops affected with post traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). PSTD is not a wound
intentionally caused by the enemy from an outside
force or agent.

SURVIVING SPOUSES DUE
PAYMENTS: Those eligible for retroactive
payments - between $100 and $2,500 - are the
surviving spouses of veterans who died after Dec. 31,
1996. For more information call the Survivors' Call
Center at 1-800-749-8387 between 7 a.m.-p.m.,

| SS—————————————————————————————————E——————————————————___________
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REMINDER...........c.ccoe Sick Call
Communication!!!! Each correspondant of each

Voiture locale in Grand du Florida will receive a FREE None reported
copy of the Grand Bulletin. Take it to the Prom and read
it. Make copies for any VVoyageur that asks and make
sure that any pertinent officers get any information that
will help them with their duties. Make sure that your
officers’ lists have been sent to the Grand
Correspondant. We can’t send a bulletin to a
Correspondant whose name and address has not been
sent in.

Email me, to request your free copy.

Ben Meredith TAPS

Gl [Le" =il George Sloat Past Grande Chef VV-288 New Jersey,

Grand_fl_editor40_8@yahoo.com .
. husband of VV-294 La Presidente Carol Sloat passed
Grand_fl_editor40_8@valp.net away on 4-20-09

40-8grandduflorida.com

All Voyageurs who wish to subscribe to the Grand

Bulletin. Please use the form below. Upcommg Events

GRAND VOITURE du FLORIDA June 12-14-2009 July 24- 26 2009
BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION FORM Grand Promenade Cripple Creek Wreck
Name Title Hilton Hotel Hosted by V-1219
Ocala Florida Crystal River, FL
Host V-1219 more to follow
Address
August 13-15 2009 Sept. 24-26-2009
City/State Zip Gold Coast Regional Suncoast Regional
Hosted by V-890 Wreck
Phone ( ) Voiture/Cabane Ft. Lauderdale Hosted by V_863
More to follow Lake Placid, FlI.
E-mail At AL Post 25
More to follow
Make check payable to **Grand Voiture du Sept 5-12—2009
Florida™. 90thPromenade Nationale
Give or mail to Ben Meredith, Rochester, New York
Grand L'Editeur,
136 Menzel Street Remember ALL Activities for this calendar must
Valparaiso, FL 32580 be sent to
850-240-5227 Don Wittenberg, Grand Correspondant

Subscription good for one year

Email Subscription: $5.00
First Class Mail Subscription: $12.00

Booster:

Check Total: $

:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3
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Gold Coast Regional Wreck
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Hosted by Voitures 290-728-890
Thursday Aug 13 - Saturday Aug 15, 2009
All events will be at V-890 Chateau. 1.5 miles E. of Hotel
Bring your PG's, we'll wreck them
HOTEL INFORMATION
Ramada Ft. Lauderdale Airport Hotel. State Rd 84 Ft. Lauderdale, FL3331
Call the hotel directly to make reservation. Rate $75 w/ breakfast 954-584-4000

Ext. 522, Ask for Maria Andreatta

SCHEDULE
THURSDAY 8-13
6 P.M. to 11 P.M.
Registration and Hospitality at
Chateau 890
FRIDAY 8-14
12-4 P.M. Hospitality room and
Registration at Chateau 890
6 P.M.- 7 P.M . Dinner at
Chateau - Roast Pork
SATURDAY 8-15
PG’'S REPORT AT 8 A.M.
Wreck starts at 10 A. M.
Lunch of B&B will be served around noon.
5 P.M.. Attitude adjustment hour
6 P.M. Banquet w/ music and dancing -
Your choice of Beef or Chicken (Saturday
(Saturday Luncheon for Dames to be announced)

Registration Form: Please make check payable to Gold Coast Regional Wreck
Association.
Registration Fee $40 per person Includes dinner Friday and Saturday
RegistrationCut-off-August10,2009 (PG’s free)
Point of Contact: Robert “Bob” Jones (954) 755-4498
e-mail: rbjones6@bellsouth.net

Or Bill McIntyre (954) 232-4119
Mail checks to: William Mcintyre 6800 NW 39th Ave. #362, Coconut Creek, FL
33073
1. Voiture # 2. Voiture #
Circle one for each person registering:
Print Choice: Roast Beef or Chicken
Bring your PG’s
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Space Coast Central Florida Wreck Association

Voitures 202, 218, 294, 954 and 1621
Chuck Giffin, President

Johnny Walker, Secretary/Treasurer

THIRD ANNUAL WRECK
MAY 1 -2, 2009

Post 22, Cocoa 321-636-9720
Host Voiture Locale 954
FRIDAY, Dinner at Post 22.

Kangaroo Court --- starts at 6:00 PM
SATURDAY, MARCH 15th: Promenade for Wreck opens at 9:30.
Degrees & lunch to follow (post haste).
Bean soup and sandwiches.

Banquet starts at 1900 hours.

Wreck Registration: $30.00 includes Sat. Lunch
Hospitality Room Fri/Sat. & Banquet
( Does not include Friday dinner. )

Dixie Motel
$50.00/day plus tax
(Mention American Legion, 40/8)
Reservations, phone # 321-632-1600
Fax 321-633-0932
I-1/2 blocks north of Post 22 (walking distance)
To Post 22 from 1-95:

East on SR 520 (less than 5 miles).

North on US 1 to the water tower (2 blocks, 1st stop light).
East on Peachtree St. (2 blocks) on the right.

Any questions?? Contact Johnny Walker walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com 321-632-4573
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Grand Promenade & Grand Rendezvous

Grand du Florida Grand promenade & La Grande de Florida Grande Rendezvous will be held June 11, 12, &
13, 2009 at:
The Hilton Ocala
3600 SW 36™ Avenue
Ocala, Fl 34474
(I-75 & SR 200, Exit 350 off of I-75)
Ph: 1-352-854-1400 or 1-877-602-4023

All room reservations MUST be made by calling the HOTEL. Room rates are $89.00 plus tax. The
deadline for making hotel reservations is May 21, 2009.

The Banquet will be held on Saturday, June 13, 2009. Tickets are $25.00 per person. Please choose either
Champagne Chicken or Lemon-pepper Tilapia. Meals include Salad, Red Roasted Potatoes or rice,
Vegetables, Rolls & Butter, dessert, Coffee, & Ice Tea. Banquet tickets WILL NOT be for sale at the
door & MUST be paid for in advance. The deadline for making & paying for Banquet tickets is June 5,
2009.

Make all Banguet reservations with:

John Gore, Corporation President
2662 N. Reston Terrace
Hernando, FL 34442
Ph: 1-352-746-6310

Make all checks payable to V-1219 Grand Promenade Corporation.

Banquet tickets may be picked up at the Registration Table.

Ads and boosters are now on sale for the program book. Please print clearly. Send all ads & boosters along
with your payment no later than May 5, 20009.

Make all checks payable to VV-1219 Grand Promenade Corporation. Send to:

Larry Pink, Corporation Vice President
6153 W. Pine Circle
Crystal River, Fl 34429
Ph: 1-352-563-5451
Full page $60.00 ¥ page $30.00 Y. page $20.00 1/8 page $10.00
Boosters  $1.00 per name

Grand Banguet Reservations

Name # of Chicken # of Tilapia
Make checks payable to V-1219 Grand Promenade Corporation. Send to:
John Gore

2662 N. Reston Terrace
Hernando, FL 34442
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Grand Membership Report
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% of Short/
Locale | Region County Meets 2008 2009 Quota Over
199 15 Hillsborough Tampa 37 32 86.49% -5
202 6B Orange Orlando 34 31 91.18% -5
215 5 East Duval Jax Beach 93 95 102.15% -12
218 7 Polk Winter Haven 44 40 90.91% -8
290 11 Palm Beach W. Palm Bch 51 28 54.90% -23
294 17 Volusia Daytona Bch 89 87 97.75% -14
304 5 Duval Jacksonville 64 66 103.13% 1
334 12 St. Lucie Fort Pierce 31 29 93.55% -10
400 6A Lake Mt. Dora 20 21 105.00% -4
472 4A Marion Ocala 15 15 100.00% 0
478 6B Seminole Sanford 11 7 63.64% -11
541 16 Upper Pinellas Clearwater 47 39 82.98% -11
569 6A Sumter Bushnell 18 18 100.00% 0
728 9 W. Broward Plantation 25 21 84.00% -4
769 17 Flagler 10 9 90.00% -1
790 13A Lee Fort Myers 68 54 79.41% -16
795 13A Collier Naples 23 28 121.74% 5
797 8 Sarasota Venice 29 26 89.66% -19
822 1 12 1200.00% 11
863 8 Highland Lake Placid 24 28 116.67% -1
880 8 Manatee Bradenton 32 19 59.38% -15
890 9 Broward Ft. Lauderdale 60 50 83.33% -29
899 8 Highland Avon Park 24 15 62.50% -16
954 12 Brevard Cocoa 54 45 83.33% -21
1120 2 Leon Tallahassee 17 18 105.88% 1
1219 4A Citrus Crystal River 72 74 102.78% -3
1233 1A Okaloosa Ft. Walton Bch 18 19 105.56% -1
1352 3 Columbia Lake City 25 19 76.00% -9
1388 4B Alachua Newberry 12 13 108.33% 1
1490 1B Okaloosa Niceville/Crestview 35 28 80.00% -13
1526 13B Charlotte Port Charlotte 37 36 97.30% -4
1562 14 S.Dade/Monroe Key Largo 13 6 46.15% -7
1571 1A Escambia Warrington 32 32 100.00% 0
1576 16 South Pasco New Port Richey 9 10 111.11% -1
1580 4A South Marion Belleview 23 22 95.65% -5
1598 6A North Lake Lady Lake 44 47 106.82% -4
1604 5 North Duval Jacksonville 20 17 85.00% -3
1606 1B Bay Panama City 38 43 113.16% 1
1610 5 St. Johns St. Augustine 12 11 91.67% -1
1619 11 Okeechobee Okeechobee 8 9 112.50% 1
1621 12 S. Brevard Palm Bay 28 28 100.00% -3
TOTAL 1347 1247 92.58% -100
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